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and the temporary loss of appetite is a common
occurrence. Some cases have been brought to light
in which this state was chronic, and strenuous efforts
were made artificially to introduce into the apathetic
body sufficient nutritive material to sustain life.
But it is obvious that in any but such exceptional
cases, situated in the midst of an environment of in-
telligence and scientific skill, such a condition would
speedily result in death, and that without the aid of
natural' appetite no creature, however intelligent,
scientific, or skilled, could persist. A fortiori, no
inchoate and undeveloped being could survive under
such circumstances. If any such creatures have by
chance been produced they must have immediately
perished and left no record of their evanescent
career. This alone is adequate to account, on sound,
scientific principles, for the existence of the sensation
of appetite. If, in the infinite number of devices
which we may conceive Nature to have tried in her
effort to discover a protective principle no such
quality had been found, there,could have been no
animal world.

It would be easy to carry this reasoning much
farther and to show that the principle applies
equally to every other form of desire. Indeed, it
is the only conceivable explanation of the funda-
mental phenomenon of feeling of whatever kind.
Pleasure and pain are simply devices of Nature for
the preservation of such organic beings as have no
other adequate means, and the existence of a sen-